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In July, 2020, the Japanese-flagged 
motor vessel Wakashio ran aground off 
the coast of Mauritius, spilling a large 

amount of crude oil. TAKENAKA Ma-
saaki  reveals that behind the incident, 
hundreds of thousands of seafarers 

around the world are forced to continue 
hard work due to the spread of COVID-
19, and criticizes the seamen's Unio 

“Eliminate all the nuke power plants!” “TEPCO management should take the responsibility of the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuke accident” 
The rally was held in front of the head office building of Tokyo Electric Power Co. on March 5, 2021, called for by the Tokyo Tobu (East) Labor 
Union, National Union of General Workers. The banner says, “Human kind and the nuke plants cannot coexist! The government and TEPCO 
must stop the nuke plants!!” (Photo by KIJIMA Tadashi)

COVID-19 and the Wakashio Stranding Incident

Seamenʼs Union Should Act for the Sailors of 
the World!
 
 
 TAKENAKA Masaaki 
  (Member of All Japan Seamen's Union, Member of “Rashinban (Compass)” Publishing Group)


